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anti-democratic process for electing our Na-
tion’s highest federal officeholders.

On five occasions in our history, the Elec-
toral College has permitted the national pop-
ular vote winner to lose the presidential elec-
tion, including the most recent election, where
Hillary Clinton won nearly 3 million more votes
than Electoral College winner Donald Trump.
This occurs because a presidential candidate
needs only 270 electoral votes and 48 states
award their electoral votes on a “winner-take-
all” basis. As a result, the Electoral College
creates perverse incentives for candidates that
further distort the presidential campaign proc-
ess in undemocratic ways.

For example, the Electoral College encour-
ages candidates to focus their campaign ef-
forts on only a handful of so-called swing
states. During the last presidential campaign,
for example, both major party candidates
largely bypassed three of the four states with
the largest populations and skipped cam-
paigning in 12 of the 13 smallest states as
well.

Additionally, the Electoral College is an
anachronistic institution intended, in part, to
protect the institution of slavery. According to
Yale Law School Professor Akhil Reed Amar,
who participated in a forum on Electoral Col-
lege reform sponsored by House Judiciary
Committee Democrats last year, the Electoral
College was established, in part, to preserve
the political influence of slaveholding states.
Although enslaved populations were not al-
lowed to vote, slave states insisted that three-
fifths of enslaved persons be counted when
determining a state’s representation in the
House, which in turn affected the number of
Electoral College votes allotted to the state.

Given its history and undemocratic nature, it
is clear that the Electoral College system must
be replaced with a process that determines
the election of the president and vice presi-
dent by a national popular vote. As such, Con-
gress and the States should consider a con-
stitutional amendment to reform the Electoral
College.

And, Congress should also encourage the
States to reform the Electoral College through
the formation of an interstate compact. Eleven
states representing 165 electoral votes have
already entered into an interstate compact to
cast their electoral votes for the national pop-
ular vote winner. When enough states—rep-
resenting 270 electoral votes—join the com-
pact, the presidential election will essentially
be determined by national popular vote, obvi-
ating the need for a constitutional amendment.

In a democracy, no person’s vote should be
worth more than any other person’s vote. Con-
gress should affirm its commitment to this es-
sential principle and definitively declare that
the American people, not state-based Elec-
tors, should have the power to directly select
the President and Vice President of the United
States.

———
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the Reverend Dr. Amos Brown and Jane
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Brown, as they celebrate 40 years of service
at the historic Third Baptist Church of San
Francisco.

Born on February 20, 1941 in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, Rev. Brown became a fighter for civil
rights and social justice at an early age after
being influenced by Emmitt Til’'s murder and
other examples of injustice in the Jim Crow
South.

As a student leader attending Jim Hill High
School, he spoke out about segregation in
public education, and was barred from serving
as valedictorian despite being elected to that
position by his schoolmates.

His social activism led him to Morehouse
College, where he was personally selected by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to enroll in the only
class that Dr. King taught during his life. After
graduating from Morehouse, Rev. Brown dedi-
cated himself to the ministry and received his
Masters of Divinity from Crozer Theological
Seminary, and his Doctor of Ministry from the
United Theological Seminary.

In 1976, Rev. Brown and his wife Jane
moved west when he accepted a position as
the senior pastor of Third Baptist Church of
San Francisco. In that position he was able to
combine his passion for tending to the spiritual
well-being of the community with his desire to
promote social and community activism to ad-
dress the causes of injustice throughout soci-
ety.

Under his guidance, Third Baptist has es-
tablished itself as a leader in addressing the
physical needs of the community and built
bridges to expand the reach of his congrega-
tion in helping those in need around the world.

Third Baptist has led relief efforts in Africa,
including sponsoring refugees and helped en-
able 80 children from Tanzania to receive
heart surgery in the United States.

Rev. Brown’s social activism also led him to
many leadership positions outside of the min-
istry. He has served as the President of the
San Francisco NAACP, and on the board of
the national NAACP organization. He has also
held elected positions as a San Francisco
Community College Trustee and a member of
the San Francisco Board of Supervisors.

On a personal note, | have been honored to
learn from and work alongside Rev. and Mrs.
Brown. | am incredibly grateful for their sup-
port, and for the selfless example that they
have set by living out the teachings of scrip-
ture in their everyday lives.

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, | salute Reverend Dr.
Amos Brown and Jane Brown for their 40
years of service to the greater Bay Area, and
beyond. The East Bay joins in celebrating the
leadership that you have shown, and | look
forward to many more years of working with
them and Third Baptist.

————

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
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GOD
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the

100th Anniversary of Harvest Church of God
in Anniston, Alabama.
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In 1916, J.B. Ellis walked through Gadsden,
Alabama, and started the Alabama City
Church of God, then moved on to Jackson-
ville, Alabama, and founded the Jacksonville
Church of God. In 1917, in Anniston, Ala-
bama, he put up a tent in Zinn Park and start-
ed a revival meeting that resulted in church
set in order as Anniston Church of God.

Today those humble beginnings have re-
sulted in Harvest Church of God. The church
has 1,750 members who worship in a $12 mil-
lion sanctuary, ministering to all of Northeast
Alabama through multiple ministries. The
church has also been a global television min-
istry for 20 of the 100 years.

The present pastor, Bishop Jerry Irwin, was
appointed Senior Pastor of the church in 1986
and has begun his 32nd year of serving in the
position.

The 100 year celebration will take place at
Harvest Church of God on September 17,
2017.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the 100th Anniversary of Harvest Church of
God.

——————

SUMMER 2017 TRIP TO POLAND,
LITHUANIA, AND ISRAEL
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Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD remarks on behalf of my constituent,
Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman. Rabbi Zoberman
is the Founding Rabbi of Congregation Beth
Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Born in
Chu, Kazakhstan (USSR) in 1945, he is the
son of Polish Holocaust Survivors.

“It was early Sunday morning and I was
leaving the house on the way to preach at
Eastern Shore Chapel Episcopal Church in
Virginia Beach. I am, gratefully, this his-
toric church’s Honorary Senior Rabbi Schol-
ar. Having visited Poland, Lithuania, and
Israel earlier this summer, I was eager to
share my unsettling and transforming expe-
riences from the trip, experiences that still
keep me up at night. My 97-year-old mom’s
call from Haifa, Israel, 6,000 miles away,
alarmed me. My indomitable mom, a Holo-
caust survivor from the Ukraine, worriedly
uttered, ‘“What’s happening in Virginia?”’
She was referring, of course, to the tragic
events that unfolded in Charlottesville due
to the neo-Nazi, white supremacist, and KKK
(What an unholy alliance!) repulsive rally.

That truly anti-American, vile anti-Se-
mitic rally resurrected history’s worst im-
ages which led to untold pain and loss. My
mom’s keen conscience and life’s trying leg-
acy, prompted her to be deeply concerned
about what transpires in America 2017. After
all, she is a witness that hatred of the other,
fueled by prejudice, bigotry and jealousy,
can end up, as it did, in gas chambers and
mass executions of millions. The presence of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum in our nation’s capital is a poignant
statement and a timely warning that democ-
racies, even our great one, are vulnerable in-
stitutions; that poisonous ideas and per-
nicious minds can undermine all that we so
cherish.
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